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parched grain is their daily food, and water
their only beverage.

Humility, it would be imagined, would
be the leading principle, in minds educated
by simplicity and abstinence. Not so 5 the
pride of caste in the Nagir women is pre-
dominant, and prevents their visiting the
wives of their prince, whom, as Moham-
medans, they consider to be immeasur-
ably their inferiors. All learning they are
ignorant of; it is enough that they are
Brahmin women, and of the family of a
Nagir j in this distinction, is concentrated
every thought. They can imagine no-
thing wiser, greater, or better, in the uni-
verse ; and pride of birth to them, is the
one thing needful, the abundant satis-
faction.

It has been my good fortune to have
seen much of native society amongst the
gentler sex; but I have never met with such
total absence of both information and cu-
riosity, as in the family of Runchorjee.
They are degraded indeed to a state of
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